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Roy Armold was born on 18 July 1923 in Maytown, Pennsylvania, one of two 
children.  He attended local schools, graduating from East Donegal High School in 
1941.  Roy worked during 1942 at an Army depot in nearby Marietta, then in 
January 1943 entered the US Army. 
 Following Basic Training, Roy moved through a number of training programs 
before being assigned in early 1944 as a rifleman to Company F, 422nd Regiment, 
106th Infantry Division, then stationed at Camp Atterbury, Indiana.  The division 
shipped to Europe in fall 1944, and took up positions on the Belgian-German border 
in early December.  The German Ardennes Offensive, launched in mid-December, 
encircled Roy’s unit, and on 19 December 1944 he was taken as a POW. 
 Along with many other captured Americans, Roy was transported by rail to 
Stalag IV-B, at Mühlberg, located between Leipzig and Dresden.  Having suffered 
frozen feet, Roy was placed in the camp’s Lazarett (hospital).  The Red Army’s 
western advance in early 1945 forced the Germans to evacuate POWs, and the 
Lazarett was moved several times, first to Leipzig, then to the city of Halle.  Roy was 
at a location in Halle when advancing American troops arrived in April.  After 
liberation, he spent time at the central American POW repatriation facility in Le 
Havre, France, before returning to the United States.  Roy was at Camp Buckner 
General Hospital, North Carolina, and a second medical facility in Valley Forge, 
Pennsylvania, before being discharged in October 1945 with the rank of private first 
class. 
 Again a civilian, Roy used GI Bill benefits to obtain a degree from 
Elizabethtown College; he then taught in the Donegal School District, in Lancaster 
County, Pennsylvania, for thirty years, retiring in 1985.  Roy was married in 1948 
(wife Mary), and helped to raise a family of three boys. 
 
At the time of this interview (July 2003) Roy and Mary Armold lived in Mount Joy, 
Pennsylvania. 
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Interview Key:  
T = Thomas Saylor 
R = Roy Armold 
[text] = words added by editor, either for clarification or explanation 
(***) = words or phrase unclear 
NOTE: interview has been edited for clarity 
 
Tape 1, Side A.  Counter begins at 000. 
 
T: This is an interview for the POW Oral History Project.  My name is Thomas Saylor.  
Today is 25 July 2003, and this is our interview with Mr. Roy Armold of Mount Joy, 
Pennsylvania.  First, Mr. Armold, on the record, thanks very much for taking time to 
speak with me today. 
 
R: Thank You. 
 
T: We’ve had a nice conversation on a number of subjects, but I have learned this 
information: you were born on 18 July 1923 in Maytown, Lancaster County, 
Pennsylvania, and grew up there.  Graduated from East Donegal High School 1941.  
You worked for about a year during 1942 at an Army Depot by Maytown, on the 
river there, right? 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: Until you were drafted into service January of 1943.  Your final discharge date 
was October 31, 1945.  You had a number of failed stops, I think is the way we’ve 
decided to summarize that.  Those included the ASTP program briefly, at Boston 
College.  You transferred ultimately to the Army Air Corps.  Your training school was 
closed.  Moved to the Army infantry when the option was airborne, I guess, and 
joined the 106th Infantry Division 422nd Regiment Company F as a rifleman.  You 
joined that unit at Camp Atterbury, Indiana, in 1944. 
Shipped over to Europe on the Acquatania late 1944, and by early December 
1944 were in front line positions on the German-Belgian border.  From what I know 
about talking to other men who were in the 106th Infantry Division, your division 
was one of those that was first hit by the German offensive, the Ardennes Offensive 
in December of 1944.  When were you personally first aware, Roy, that something 
was going on? 
 
R: We were a new division, took the place of the 2nd Infantry, and we knew that 
something was going on and we gave the information back to the officials.  They 
didn’t believe us. 
 
T: So you could hear or see something. 
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R: Right.  They didn’t believe us.  We were new.  We didn’t know what we were…  
They could have been talking on phones to us and we wouldn’t…  But we also did 
some scouting.  But they didn’t believe us. 
 
T: So you were told to hold your positions or… 
 
R: Oh, yes.  Yes.  We were right out, like I said, inside Germany out on the fringe of 
the Battle of the Bulge.  We were out on the bulge. 
 
T: You became part of that bulge, I guess, and your unit, as I remember correctly, 
was bypassed and surrounded by the Germans. 
 
R: Yes.  Right.  That’s something I still can’t understand, that the generals did not 
believe what they were being told.  If they would have listened to what was going 
on, the bulge would not have been like it was. 
 
T: What it meant for you, was that you and thousands of other Americans in the 
106th Infantry Division were surrounded.  Cut off by German troops.  When was it 
apparent to you that you were likely going to become a prisoner of war? 
 
R: Actually, after the first day we were surrounded.  We were ten miles inside the 
German lines already.  So we were completely surrounded.  So that gives you an idea 
what’s going to be taking place.  We were also given the instructions to hold.  To not 
move back.  That gives you an idea of what’s coming. 
 
T: So you could add two and two pretty easily and get four there. 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: What thoughts were going through your mind when the situation became more 
and more apparent what was really happening? 
 
R: You learn to begin to accept what is taking place with the situation.  Finally we 
were given the orders to take the town of Schonberg, so we moved back through 
woods and at night.  The next morning the German artillery hit those woods killing 
hundreds of men. 
 
(1, A, 101) 
 
T: In the vicinity where you were. 
 
R: Yes.  I was back on rear guard duty, so I could see everything that was going on. 
 
T: Ahead of you.  Almost like a film taking place in front of you. 
 
R: Right.  Yes. 
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T: What’s it like being shelled by artillery? 
 
R: It’s a situation where you don’t know what’s going to happen.  You don’t know 
where the shells are going to land.  So it’s a situation where you just accept the 
situation and hope that one doesn’t hit you. 
 
T: So the way you’re describing it, that’s about all you can do, is sort of hope that the 
shell doesn’t… 
 
R: Right. 
 
T: How do you react to seeing—and I guess this is for the first time—seeing 
casualties around you?  Up until now it’s been a lot of training, a lot of schools, and 
suddenly the war is very real. 
 
R: After I was captured, we went by a field of where there were…I don’t know how 
many bodies were in that field.  It gives you the feeling that…you try and take care of 
yourself as best you can. 
 
T: Were you a particularly religious person at that time? 
 
R: Actually, before I was captured, we, a group of us, a squad was moving down a 
road.  We ran into a German tank coming up.  He fired three times at us.  One went 
over our head.  One fell short.  We took off into the woods.  The side of the road.  I 
started hugging a tree.  And he threw a tree burst in.  While I was in that situation, I 
turned things over to the Lord.  That was it. 
 
T: Had you been a religious person before that time, or was this something that was 
almost like a transformation for you? 
 
R: As a child had been attending Sunday School and so on, but I mean, as far as 
coming to the Lord, I never had at that time. 
 
T: So you can trace, really for yourself to that, to a particular moment… 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: That impacted you so strongly. 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: How did your faith help you through the months as a POW? 
 
R: It comes to the point of where you’re in God’s hands and whatever takes place 
you have to depend on Him, actually. 
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T: Did you find yourself thinking about your faith consciously during the time you 
were a POW, or was it more of a passive thing? 
 
R: Well, as things would take place you’d think about it.  Yes.  That’s pretty much it. 
 
T: To complete that thought, when you got back to the States and were out of the 
service, did you remain a pretty religious person, someone who had a changed faith 
from before you were in the service? 
 
R: Yes.  I think I did. 
 
T: So the way I hear you describe it, it was a real impact that you had at a particular 
time that stayed with you then afterwards. 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: Describe for us if you can, the time, the moment when you were actually captured.  
When you saw the actual Germans that were now your captors. 
 
(1, A, 173) 
 
R: All right.  Like I said, I was at rear guard duty.  We were up on the side of the hill 
looking into these woods and we didn’t go down into the woods.  We looked around 
a little bit and we saw a 40 millimeter anti-aircraft group down over another hill.  So 
our squad ran down into that place there with the anti-aircraft.  We heard that our 
division, our regiments, both the 422nd and the 423rd, became prisoners on 19 
December.  While we were still down in with the other group.  So we stayed in there.  
We were in there two days until 21 December when the Germans said you have 
your choice, either surrender or we’ll blow you out of there.  So there was no choice. 
 
T: 21 December is when they actually took you prisoner, I guess. 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: Describe that moment when you first saw these Germans up close who were your 
captors now. 
 
R: We knew we had to do what they said. 
 
T: How much did fear or uncertainty play a role for you? 
 
R: I think I was at the point where I accepted whatever took place. 
 
T: To get this straight, were you wounded or injured in any way at this time? 
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R: Not at this time, no. 
 
T: So your feet—I know you had a problem later with feet.  Were your feet in good 
shape now at this point? 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: So the problems of cold and cold injury were later. 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: Were you searched or interrogated at all when you were first captured? 
 
R: No. 
 
T: Did they ask you to drop your weapons or clean out your pockets or anything like 
this? 
 
R: No.  What we did was took our rifles and jammed them into the foxhole barrel 
first.  Came out and actually they didn’t search us or anything.  Put us into a line of 
march and started marching us back with guards. 
 
T: When you looked at those Germans, what kind of impression did they make on 
you?  What kind of soldiers were they?  Young men, old men? 
 
R: They were a combination, actually.  Like I said, we were supposed to take the 
town of Schonberg and they marched us down through Schonberg.  Now, the 
German troops that were in Schonberg, you didn’t want to do any dealing with.  
They were the Panzer Division.  They were mean-looking, so we just went straight 
by. 
 
T: I see.  So you were marched through Schonberg and you were happy to be past 
them, it sounds like. 
 
R: Right. 
 
T: How many men were you marching with?  Approximately. 
 
R: Oh, I don’t know how many was in our march.  Til we get started…it would have 
been quite a group.  I mean, it would have been a couple hundred. 
 
T: We know a lot were captured and a lot were together with you at this one 
particular time as well. 
 
R: Yes.  Plus the fact that we were also 28th Division troops in the march. 
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(1, A, 231) 
 
T: I see.  So it wasn’t just 106th Infantry. 
 
R: No.  Not in our group.  Like I said, the big 106th Divisions, when they surrendered, 
they were the big group and they had gone before.  That was on the nineteenth and 
we weren’t captured until the twenty-first. 
 
T: So a number of them had gone before you.  So they had already been moved out 
and back. 
 
R: Yes.  They were gone. 
 
T: Now, from where you were captured, you were marched through Schonberg.  Did 
you get onto a train eventually or did you continue to march? 
 
R: Well, we started to march.  The first day that they captured us, one of the troops 
in our march decided: I’m not going to take this.  He dropped out.  A guard dropped 
out.  Bang!  That’s all there is of him. 
 
T: He was refusing to march along?  Is this right? 
 
R: Right.  Right.  He’s not going to take this.  This taught me right then and there.  
That whole group’s attitude changed like that. 
 
T: No kidding.  You could… 
 
R: You could hear them.  We can take anything that you can dish out.  Attitudes 
change. 
 
T: Did you see this happen?  This guy that was shot here? 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: How did that strike you at the moment?  Really, up to now these Germans, you 
haven’t described them as being threatening in any way. 
 
R: But you know that you do what they say or you’ll get the same thing. 
 
T: They mean business. 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: Attitudes change.  Now you realize you have to put up with what they say. 
 
R: Right.  And that incident changed me with teaching school. 
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T: How so? 
 
R: I change attitudes.  Right in front of the kids.  And it works.  It works.  And it will 
work today if we had people that would follow it. 
 
T: So there’s an incident from your life that impacted you for decades to follow… 
 
R: That’s exactly right. 
 
T: In your profession as a teacher. 
 
R: Right. 
 
T: Very interesting, Roy.  How far, or how many days were you marched before you 
came to a place you stayed or to a train that transported you? 
 
R: We marched the next day, and by the way, the weather had cleared pretty good 
now.  Our Air Force didn’t know who we were.  Strafed us. 
 
T: Your column was strafed pretty much after you were captured here? 
 
R: Yes.  Oh, yes.  By our Air Force.  Yes.  Under attack by our Air Force for months. 
 
T: Talk about that being attacked or strafed by our own airplanes.  That experience. 
 
(1, A, 269) 
 
R: Nothing you can do about it.  Try to find cover (chuckles). 
 
T: Can you remember or talk about the first time, or a specific time, that happened, 
to give a listener an indication of what that was like? 
 
R: All that you can do is when the planes come in, you head for a ditch.  Lay down.  
Cover your head and hope that they miss. 
 
T: Now, do you hear the plane before you see it? 
 
R: Oh, yes. 
 
T: So you can hear these planes and then you… 
 
R: Look up. 
 
T: And try to figure out what they are? 
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R: Yes.  And whose they are. 
 
T: It didn’t matter, did it? 
 
R: No. 
 
T: Boy!  Here’s twice now you’ve described, with the artillery burst and now with 
being strafed, it’s really just hoping you don’t get…there’s an element of chance here 
or luck, isn’t there? 
 
R: Yes.  Like I said, God looks after you. 
 
T: Were you, as you marched and during this strafing, were you being fed? 
 
R: Oh, every now and then you’d get a piece of bread or something like that.  But 
food, no. 
 
T: So what you were getting was minimal, it sounds like. 
 
R: Oh, yes. 
 
T: Not sufficient.  Now, continue with your marching, and this strafing is an awful 
interruption it sounds like, to the whole marching process.  Where were you 
marched to? 
 
R: I forget the name of the town.  Something runs in my mind by the name or 
Werges.  But I’m not sure.  There we were put on trains, on boxcars.  Forty and 
eights. 
 
T: The smaller European boxcars. 
 
R: Yes.  Forty and eights.  Forty men could stand.  That was it.  I think it was Werges 
that we were still in the train station…not the station but… 
 
T: Like the marshalling yards? 
 
R: Yes.  The marshalling yards.  And guess who came along?  Our Air Force again, 
bombing these boxcars with us in it.  Now, that’s a time when you usually think 
about staying on top, but not then.  You get on the bottom and you don’t care how 
many men are on top of you because that bullet will only go so far. 
 
T: Now here’s a time when you can’t take cover, really.  You can’t jump into the side 
of the road.  You’re stuck in these boxcars. 
 
R: Yes.  The troops took off.  They had the doors of the boxcar locked.  So all you 
could do was dive underneath. 
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T: What kind of fear does that produce in a situation like that? 
 
R: Actually there isn’t much you can do.  You just hope that none of those bullets hit 
you.  Like I said, you try to get on the bottom. 
 
T: Were you or was anyone else in the car you were in hit by gunfire? 
 
(1, A, 309) 
 
R: The car that we were in I think there were just a couple.  I don’t think they were 
killed.  Wounded.  The other part I don’t know anything about: the rest of the train. 
 
T: Obviously your world becomes your car. 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: That’s it.  The guys you’re in with there.  That must be just horribly…the terror of 
having to sit there, and really, you can’t even get away from that. 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: How did people around you respond to being cooped up in a boxcar and being 
strafed by planes? 
 
R: Like I said, this was pretty much the group of where that soldier was shot: I can 
take anything they can dish out. 
 
T: So that change in attitude… 
 
R: The attitude is still there. 
 
T: Now, this group you’re with, was this a group from the train you stayed with as 
this train moved along until its destination? 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: What was the destination by the way? 
 
R: Stalag 4B. 
 
T: That’s Muhlberg. 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: That’s in south-central Germany, east of Leipzig. 
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R: Yes.  That’s across the Elbe River. 
 
T: Yes.  It’s pretty far from where you…  How long were you on those boxcars? 
 
R: That I don’t remember.  We were on and off and walked and… 
 
T: When did the—because you had frozen feet, right?  When did that happen? 
 
R: It happened on the road because your feet didn’t hurt you.  You didn’t feel 
anything.  When we actually got to camp, the first thing the Germans did was run us 
into a hot shower.  Your feet swelled up and we couldn’t even get our boots on. 
 
T: Right. 
 
R: So, they took us from the hot shower into a barracks which were filled pretty 
much with British soldiers that were captured in Africa. 
 
T: They had been there a while. 
 
R: Yes.  They had been.  They took turns during the night trying to get circulation 
back in your feet.  Couldn’t get it done.  But they took turns on that all night long.  So 
the next day still tried to work one in the leg.  They fed us.  They gave us some food 
and so on.  But I think it was the second—I was only in the barracks there about two 
days and I started to get delirious with my feet and that’s when they moved me to 
the Lazarett, which was the hospital there at the camp. 
 
T: Was it all part of the same complex, Roy? 
 
R: No.  It was in another building. 
 
T: Did you leave the actual camp and go to… 
 
R: No.  No.  It was still in the camp. 
 
(1, A, 347) 
 
T: A different building. 
 
R: A different building. 
 
T: Did you spend Christmas and New Year’s in this camp? 
 
R: I missed that.  Christmas Day we were still on the road and I think we were either 
strafed or bombed.  I forget which we were in anymore.  But we were…again our Air 
Force greeted us. 
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T: They were efficient. 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: Of course, they couldn’t tell who or what was in those cars. 
 
R: On Christmas Day.  Yes.  That was an incident too. 
 
T: So you remember Christmas 1944 pretty well, don’t you? 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: Were you in the camp by the time New Year’s Day 1945 came around? 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: So sometime between Christmas and New Year’s you arrived at Muhlberg. 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: Now, the interesting thing about your story is because of the problems with your 
feet, you didn’t spend much time actually in the barracks itself. 
 
R: No. 
 
T: You ended up in the Lazarett, which was part of the same complex.  Talk about 
that facility.  What was this Lazarett, this hospital facility, like? 
 
R: They put you in bed because you couldn’t walk anywhere. 
 
T: Were you wheeled or carried in there? 
 
R: That I don’t remember anymore.  All I remember is that I was put there. 
 
T: Right. 
 
R: So there were prisoner of war doctors there.  Every now and then a German 
doctor would come in.  But other than that, I mean, there were…pretty good size 
group in the hospital. 
 
T: Now, these were all prisoners, I guess, who had come from the camp you were in? 
 
R: No, not necessarily.  I don’t know where they brought them from. 
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T: Now, were you there long enough to get to know any other people in this facility, 
or were you moved on somewhere else? 
 
R: I faintly remember that there was a P-47 pilot that was in there.  I don’t 
remember his name or anything like that. 
 
T: Another American in the same facility. 
 
R: Yes.  And then when the Russians started to move closer…oh, by the way, I was 
still in the Lazarett when they came over and destroyed Dresden. 
 
T: February 13, February 14. 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: How do you know you were in there?  Did you know that had happened? 
 
(1, A, 380) 
 
R: That camp was used by our Air Force as a guide to Berlin, to Dresden, and so 
when they’d fly over our camp and turn and go one way or the other. 
 
T: So you heard bombers or planes regularly when you were laying there. 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: Did someone at that time tell you about the Dresden attack [of 13-14 February, 
1945]? 
 
End of Tape 1, Side A.  Side B begins at counter384. 
 
T: Let me ask you about the Lazarett here at the camp.  How long altogether would 
you estimate that you were in there? 
 
R: I’m not actually sure.  Can’t keep track of time actually. 
 
T: Is it tough to keep track of time in a situation like that? 
 
R: Oh, yes.  Yes.  So I don’t actually know.  All I know is that the Russians were 
coming west and they moved the people in the Lazarett over into Leipzig.  Put us in 
an old chocolate factory right next to the railroad yard.  And believe it or not, the 
first night we were there down in the railroad yard there was some sabotage took 
place and they thought we were going to get blown up also. 
 
T: Because you were right next to it. 
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R: Right next to it.  Yes.  And I’ll never forget that place.  Had bunks. 
 
T: It was a factory and not a hospital for starters, right? 
 
R: Yes.  Oh, yes. 
 
T: So they’d made some quick modifications, I guess. 
 
R: Yes.  And bedbugs.  I never saw so many bedbugs in my life.  Going up and down 
the… 
 
T: Makes your skin crawl, does it?  Even thinking about it? 
 
R: (Laughs) Yes. 
 
T: Just back to the Lazarett at Muhlberg for a moment, you mentioned you were in 
the camp by New Year’s, and only a couple of days at the camp before you went to 
the Lazarett.  You also mentioned being at the Lazarett during the time of the 
Dresden attack, which is mid-February.  So you’ve got at least six weeks that you 
were in this… 
 
R: I just don’t know, of course. 
 
T: And that’s okay.  That’s why we try to estimate, because again, time is a difficult 
thing. 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: How would you describe the daily routine at that Lazarett, that hospital?  Was 
there some things that happened as a general rule or as a routine? 
 
R: While I was there I had abscesses in my left leg and went to…took me to an 
operating room and cut the abscesses open on my left leg.  One of the doctors.  That 
was that as far as I was concerned. 
 
T: These POW doctors or Germans? 
 
R: I don’t remember anymore.  I think they were POW doctors.  While we were in 
there you would get a little something to eat and there were some books around so 
we could read some books. 
 
T: And were your feet improving?  That is, their condition, or were they just…what 
condition were your feet in? 
 
R: I’ll explain a little bit with frozen feet.  There were some men in there…your toes 
turn black and fall off.  Toes just fall off. 
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T: They rot basically, I guess. 
 
(1, B, 455) 
 
R: Yes.  And so there were men there losing their toes.  There was another one there, 
had his shoulder, his arm removed at the shoulder and that was open.  I mean, it 
wasn’t bandaged or anything.  See the fellow walking around. 
 
T: With his arm amputated. 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: So there were people in worse shape than you in this facility? 
 
R: Oh, yes.  Oh, yes.  My feet didn’t turn black.  My toes didn’t turn black.  I was 
thankful for that because I knew what would happen to those.  I mean, the toes 
would be stiff and so on.  My feet would still be swelled. 
 
T: So your feet remained swollen? 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: Were they numb or painful? 
 
R: Both.  Both.  Yes. 
 
T: Did you find it difficult to get up at all and walk? 
 
R: We didn’t do much walking.  No. 
 
T: So you were immobile for… 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: Weeks at a time here. 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: Did it help seeing people in worse shape than yourself? 
 
R: Yes, it did.  I mean, you feel that you were in good shape compared to some. 
 
T: So it could have been worse. 
 
R: (Chuckles) Yes.  Yes. 
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T: You mentioned reading to pass the time.  How else do you pass hours and hours 
and hours in a hospital facility, a POW hospital facility? 
 
R: The books came from the…we got some books to read.  That passed time. 
 
T: Were you able to converse with other people in the room or facility? 
 
R: A little bit.  Not a lot. 
 
T: Were there guards here too? 
 
R: No.  I didn’t see any guards.  They might have been outside the building. 
 
T: So your interaction with the Germans, really, sounds very limited. 
 
R: Yes.  Here at this place.  Yes. 
 
T: Right.  Were you able to write postcards or letters or any kind of communication 
to your family back home? 
 
R: Yes.  I think I wrote some letters.  In fact, I still have them somewhere around the 
property here somewhere.  Some letters that I wrote. 
 
T: So your folks eventually knew… 
 
R: Knew where I was.  Yes. 
 
T: What was the most difficult thing for you in that Lazarett, where you spent so 
many weeks? 
 
R: I’m not sure.  Actually, like I said, I met the…this is following through with you can 
take anything that they dish out.  That’s it, and you don’t make a big fuss about it. 
 
(1, B, 506) 
 
T: So seeing that one guy get killed, really in front of your eyes, made a real impact 
on you. 
 
R: Yes.  It has. 
 
T: So you realized that if you couldn’t take it, well, bad things might happen. 
 
R: Yes.  That’s exactly right. 
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T: As you mentioned a few moments ago, the war got closer.  And as the Russians 
advanced from the west, the Lazarett was evacuated. 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: You mentioned being first moved to an old chocolate factory… 
 
R: In Leipzig, right next to the railroad yard. 
 
T: Now, did they move the Lazarett lock, stock and barrel, or just some of you? 
 
R: That I can’t answer.  How many or anything.  I know I was moved out. 
 
T: Now, what kind of shape were you and your feet in by the time you were moved 
out? 
 
R: I think I was on a stretcher. 
 
T: So you were being carried. 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: Had you been fed sufficiently in the hospital here, or how had the food been 
going? 
 
R: Well, have you ever heard of black bread? 
 
T: Yes. 
 
R: Made of sawdust? 
 
T: I’ve heard a lot of people say that they had something like that at this time. 
 
R: First piece of black bread I got I tried to toast it in an open fire in the stove.  It 
started to burn with a blue flame.  So that ended that. 
 
T: Yes.  Was this something you got regularly, this kind of bread? 
 
R: Yes.  You got black bread. 
 
T: What else did they give you in the Lazarett as far as food? 
 
R: Every now and then in the Lazarett there would be Red Cross parcels come in and 
they’d give you some things out of the Red Cross parcel. 
 
T: So you did see those occasionally or parts of them. 
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R: Yes.  Which really helped. 
 
T: It sounds like you weren’t getting…did you get soup from the Germans at all? 
 
R: Not in the Lazarett.  
 
T: So you remember really minimal food. 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: It sounds like you must have been losing weight. 
 
R: Heh!  Yes. 
 
(1, B, 544) 
 
T: Now, you’re transported to this old chocolate factory.  How did you know it was 
an old chocolate factory?  Did they tell you or could you smell it? 
 
R: You could smell it.  Yes.  That was something.  We didn’t stay there too long.  They 
put us on a train and took us to the city of Halle. 
 
T: So the Leipzig was almost a brief stop going to somewhere else. 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: How aware were you being moved out of the Lazarett, and now being moved out 
of Leipzig, how aware were you of the progress of the war?  What was going on. 
 
R: We didn’t hear too much on that. 
 
T: So these moves were things that were not…were they explained to you?  What 
was going on, or you were just moved? 
 
R: No.  Move.  Just move. 
 
T: So you’re picked up and gone somewhere else.  Now Halle is not far Leipzig, I 
know, on the map.  What kind of conditions did you find when you got to Halle? 
 
R: Like I said, they put us on train to take us to Halle.  Pulled into the train station 
there and guess what?  Our planes. 
 
T: Again?  You’ve been visited by Allied planes numerous times. 
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R: Oh!  Yes.  They came in to strafe Halle, the railroad yard and, thank heavens, there 
were…I think they were the Holland girls.  I don’t know how they were there or 
anything…came out and got us out of the boxcars. 
 
T: Dutch?  Dutch women? 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: They got you out of the train. 
 
R: Yes.  The boxcars.  Yes.  And took us into the building and then they moved us to 
an old biergarten. 
 
T: So from being removed from the train you were moved to an old biergarten? 
 
R: Yes.  They had bunks in there.  Put us in those.  Somewhere along the line too, 
there in Halle I got crutches, so I was getting around a little bit on crutches. 
 
T: Does that suggest that your physical condition is improving? 
 
R: Yes.  A little bit.  So I don’t know how long we were in that biergarten.  I have to 
tell you a little story on that one.  From the biergarten down to the railroad 
yard…they’d go down to the railroad yard to get supplies, and there was an old 
guard there.  There was a wagon that you had to pull.  So he was that old he couldn’t 
get up on the wagon.  So you’d be out there and he’d hand you the gun.  He’d hand 
you his rifle.  Help him get up in the wagon.  Then you hand his rifle back to him. 
 
T: This is not the top flight German soldiers you met when you were captured, is it? 
 
R: (Chuckles) No.  No.  Like I said, I think he must have been close to eighty. 
 
T: We’re talking an older guy.  Basically, because they haven’t got anybody else, I 
guess. 
 
R: Right.  Yes.  But that was funny (chuckles). 
 
T: Now the conditions at…you were at how many locations at Halle? 
 
R: Three. 
 
(1, B, 599) 
 
T: The biergarten was the first one? 
 
R: All three were biergartens. 
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T: Three different biergartens, so larger facilities that they could put you in. 
 
R: Yes.  They were all about the same facilities. 
 
T: Were you moved with the same people, so you were traveling with the same 
people? 
 
R: Pretty much.  Yes.  The third biergarten…well, Halle was bombed a number of 
times, so we always went down into the basement of the biergarten as protection.  
So the third one we were in, an air raid was taking place.  We went down into the 
basement.  We were down there a little bit.  The next you know we hear somebody 
holler, “Anybody here from Detroit?”  We knew our troops had arrived. 
 
T: So it was American troops that liberated you in Halle? 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: To sort of pull this together in Halle.  How long were you in the city there, in these 
locations?  How would you estimate that? 
 
R: I don’t know. 
 
T: Longer in Halle than in Leipzig?  At the chocolate factory. 
 
R: Oh, yes.  We were only in the chocolate factory a couple days. 
 
T: So the two locations where you spent the majority of your nights are Muhlberg, 
and the Lazarett, and these different locations in Halle. 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: What did you do?  How was the time passed when you were there in Halle moving 
around?  This is a very kind of transitory existence here.  These aren’t POW facilities 
obviously.  They’re ad hoc solutions. 
 
R: I remember some Russian POWs got in with our group in the one biergarten.  
When an attack would take place we’d go down the basement.  The Russians 
wouldn’t go down.  They’d go through anything that you had.  If you had any kind of 
food at all, they’d eat it.  We liked them. 
 
T: Were you able to communicate with them at all? 
 
R: No. 
 
T: And were there Germans, German guards or German medical people around at 
all? 
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R: German guards. 
 
T: German guards. 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: And what kind of medical care were you or others in the group getting by this 
time? 
 
R: I don’t remember getting any. 
 
T: So luckily, I guess, you were improving on your own? 
 
R: Yes.  That was funny. 
 
T: This moving around, particularly at Halle at the very end there, was that, in a 
sense, reassuring, because it suggested that things might be coming to an end, or 
was that a bit more unsettling? 
 
R: No.  That told us things were coming to an end.  I mean, as far as we were 
concerned.  It wasn’t too long after the soldier hollered, “Anybody here from 
Detroit?” that they came into the biergarten and gave us food.  Most of us got sick 
(laughs). 
 
T: Yourself included? 
 
(1, B, 641) 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: Was it what they gave you or how much you ate of it? 
 
R: It was a combination of both. 
 
T: The first real food you’d had in a while. 
 
R: Yes.  Our troops came in and gave us food.  We were hungry. 
 
T: No kidding.  The way you describe it.  What were your thoughts at the moment 
when you heard Americans and realized this sojourn was over? 
 
R: About over.  Yes.  Like I said, take things as they come. 
 
T: Did that kind of attitude make it easier for you than perhaps for some other 
people who… 
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R: Yes.  Yes.  I took things pretty much as it came. 
 
T: Did you make any friends or people, acquaintances shall we say, with people that 
were with you during this time?  Either Muhlberg or Leipzig or Halle? 
 
R: No.  None that I can remember.  I mean, you communicated but…didn’t remember 
a lot. 
 
T: So these are people that you were with, but not people that you built any kind of 
close relationship… 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: Or are they people that you talked to or seen again since the war was over? 
 
R: No. 
 
T: This is a chapter that is for you, really the past. 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: Once you were found by the Americans there at Halle, how long was it before they 
moved you and where did they take you? 
 
R: They took me to Gottingen. 
 
T: I know where that is. 
 
R: Put us on an airplane. 
 
T: So you were trucked to Gottingen and then flown? 
 
R: I don’t remember how I got there.  All I remember is getting to that airplane. 
 
T: So the plane was the thing that you…okay.  Were you ambulatory, able to get on 
the plane yourself, or were you stretchered in? 
 
R: Again, I don’t remember that.  I think it was a DC-4.  I believe.  They put us on.  
And I’m not sure…I wasn’t on a stretcher, I don’t remember that.  I was on and off of 
them, you know. 
 
T: And you had moved so many times by this time. 
 
R: Yes.  So they flew us to England. 
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T: Did you make a stop in France before you went to England? 
 
R: No. 
 
T: So you went right from Germany to England. 
 
R: Yes. 
 
(1, B, 673) 
 
T: What happened in England? 
 
R: There I was in a hospital there.  I think it was in Sheltonham.  I believe.  I was a 
little more mobile or something in there because I was invited out to an English 
household and had some tea. 
 
T: So you had a chance to meet with some local people. 
 
R: Yes.  Had some tea and some food.  So I don’t remember how many days I was in 
the hospital there in England.  Then I was flown up to Scotland.  I was there for a 
little while.  Boarded a plane again.  Landed in Iceland.  Got on a plane again in 
Iceland, heading for Newfoundland.  Went to get into Newfoundland, and clouds 
were so bad you had to fly down to about five hundred feet before you could see any 
ground and off we’d go again. 
So we ended up going into Prescow, Maine.  So we landed in Prescow, Maine, 
and stayed there a night.  Then flew down to LaGuardia Field in New York and from 
there to Dover, Delaware.  Put me on an ambulance and took me up to Valley Forge 
General Hospital.  Again, I don’t remember how long I was there.  Quite a while I 
think. 
 
T: At Valley Forge? 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: When you were in England and in Scotland, can you estimate together how long 
you were there in both those places?  Was it more like two days or two weeks or 
two months? 
 
R: No.  It’s not that long.  The longest time would have been there in Sheltonham and 
the others were just pretty much a stop of a day or two. 
 
T: I see. 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: So Sheltonham is the place where you had some medical care. 
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R: Yes. 
 
T: They were obviously concerned with your feet and taking care of your feet. 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: What did they do to help you with psychological recovery from the POW 
experience?  Did they talk to you about that or debrief you on that at all? 
 
R: Not that I remember.  Like I said, I took pretty much everything in style. 
 
T: I was just thinking if that was on their agenda to do, that they would have come to 
you and asked you those questions or tried to ask you about your own… 
 
R: No. 
 
(1, B, 707) 
 
T: Were you debriefed at all about what you had been through?  Sort of asking about 
your care or where you had been as a POW? 
 
R: Not that I recall.  At least it didn’t make any impression on me anyway. 
 
T: I see.  So if they did it was very minimal. 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: Now after those stops, those flights along the way, the long way around, you were 
at Valley Forge Hospital.  That’s close to home here, right? 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: Were you as inpatient still or more of an outpatient?  Able to come home 
occasionally. 
 
R: No.  In the hospital. 
 
T: In the hospital.  Did they keep you there a while? 
 
R: Yes.  I was there for maybe a month or more.  Offhand, I don’t know.  I mean, I 
know I had visitors there…my parents and some other friends there from Maytown 
came down to visit. 
 
T: What could they do for your feet at this time?  Was it a matter of just waiting 
things out, or was there a treatment they had for you? 
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R: No.  It was just waiting. 
 
T: That must have been…because the rest of you was feeling fine, right? 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: So you’re there laying…and you’re in bed most of the time? 
 
R: Or in the wheelchair.  There at Valley Forge they were taking blood on the hour.  
Nurse came to take me to take blood.  She couldn’t hit the vein.  I laid there and 
laughed at her.  She started crying.  So they sent me up to the lab where they had 
other needles to get it. 
 
T: So you terrorize the nurses, you’re going to go upstairs, right? 
 
R: I had a good time with the nurses. 
 
T: This is a very different medical experience or hospital experience than what you 
had been through before, which was, the way you described in Germany, was very 
little actual medical care.  It was a matter of hoping things got better, I guess. 
 
R: Yes.  That was something.  I had some good times in the hospital.  With the nurses 
and the aides. 
 
T: Now, were you, as you got better, were you possibly scheduled for reassignment 
to the Pacific, or for you was the war over? 
 
R: No.  They moved me from Valley Forge down to Camp Butler, North Carolina, to 
the hospital. 
 
(1, B, 738) 
 
T: Because you’re getting better or not getting better? 
 
R: I don’t know.  Anyway, I was moved.  I went down there.  Getting around better.  
Had a nurse by the name of Duckworth.  Duckie (chuckles). 
 
T: Was that the place that you were discharged from? 
 
R: Yes.  Camp Butler. 
 
T: You saw your folks again for the first time when you were at Valley Forge, right? 
 
R: Yes. 
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T: What was that like to see your folks again after all this? 
 
R: Good.  That was good. 
 
T: I bet. 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: Now, you had no other brothers, so you were the only child they had that was in 
service, right?  It was just you. 
 
R: It was just me.  Yes. 
 
T: Your sister didn’t go in service? 
 
R: No. 
 
T: How much were your folks curious to know about having been a POW, being 
captured and all that? 
 
R: I wrote to them as much I could.  I didn’t know whether they received the 
envelopes or not, but I tried.  So I mean, they knew…see the Red Cross and so on was 
working with them also. 
 
T: So they were aware of your status. 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: When they saw you for the first time did they ask you a number of questions 
about what you’d been through and all that? 
 
R: Not too much.  Not too much.  Like I said, I was having a good time in the hospital. 
 
T: That’s a positive thing for you, it sounds like.  With family or friends…now, you 
get discharged from the service in October of 1945 and you come back to, essentially 
back to a job you had before? 
 
R: Almost all of October I was allowed to come home. 
 
T: You had terminal leave at the end there. 
 
R: Yes.  So I was home most of October and then drove back to Camp Butler and got 
my discharge. 
 
T: Let me shift then to being out of the service.  You went back to the Army Depot at 
Maytown.  First job, right? 
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R: Yes.  I was there until the spring when I went to college. 
 
T: That’s right.  So you spent a number of months there. 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: Working at a job that you were familiar with. 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: You’re living at home now too? 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: Your folks or your coworkers… 
 
End of Tape 1.  Tape 2, Side A, begins at counter 000. 
 
T: Roy, my question to you before the tape stopped there was as you were living at 
home and back to work and maybe seeing friends that you knew from the area, how 
much did people ask you about what it was like to be a POW and what did you go 
through? 
 
R: There were some.  Not a lot actually.  Some.  Just took it as being a POW. 
 
T: When people asked you about that, how did you tell them or how much did you 
tell them? 
 
R: I told them where I was and about the feet and so on. 
 
T: How much difficulty did you have talking about being captured and being a POW? 
 
R: I didn’t have any difficulty, actually.  Like I said, that incident right after I was 
captured changed things completely in my mind. 
 
T: Is that incident something that you recounted to people, family, friends, and 
coworkers as well, as being a real changing point for you? 
 
R: Oh, yes.  Yes.  In fact, I still do. 
 
T: You brought it up here. 
 
R: Yes.  Exactly right.  Something that stayed with me all these years. 
 
T: Did you know the person that was killed, by the way? 
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R: No.  No.  It was just somebody… 
 
T: One thing I like to ask on that subject is: had I asked you for an interview about 
your POW experience maybe in 1950 or 1970 or 1990, how might you have 
responded to my request at those different times? 
 
(2, A, 40) 
 
R: Probably the same. 
 
T: You’d have said yes? 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: It wasn’t something that you found difficult to talk about or reluctant to talk about 
over the years. 
 
R: No. 
 
T: When you were teaching school and, on the record, thirty-four years in the 
classroom, how much did your students know about what you’d been through in the 
war? 
 
R: That I don’t remember talking…telling the students about the POW.  They knew I 
was a POW, but I never told them too much about it. 
 
T: So that you had been, but the details were something that you perhaps didn’t 
share. 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: Were those details something that you might have shared with fellow teachers if 
it came up in conversation? 
 
R: I don’t know.  I may have.  I’m not sure. 
 
T: One subject we like to ask about is the Veterans Administration, the VA, and to 
ask what kind of help or support you had from the VA in the years immediately after 
the war. 
 
R: Immediately after? 
 
T: You know, for the first five years after the war. 
 
R: I started going to the VA, oh, maybe seven, eight years ago. 
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T: So a lot of years you didn’t go to the VA. 
 
R: Right.  Every three months I still go, with my feet. 
 
T: Those years that you didn’t go, how do you explain the decades where you didn’t 
go to the VA? 
 
R: Didn’t bother. 
 
T: Because you knew that care or help was available to you if you wanted it? 
 
R: Yes.  I mean…yes.  But I mean, after I retired from teaching, I took a couple other 
jobs and…I took one job at Lancaster working at…had an individual who had a place 
selling computer paper and stuff like that.  So I worked there.  Then I left there and 
retired for a little bit more.  Then went to work at Easter Night Services, which was 
dealing with eggs…changing eggs in different bottles and so on until…  I had a bad 
hip.  The right hip was bone on bone and I could hardly move around much 
anymore.  So I quit there and went to the VA and they put me on one hundred 
percent disability. 
 
T: Now, some POWs that we’ve interviewed have talked about the VA in the years 
after World War II and said that they were not very supportive or not very helpful to 
them as ex-POWs in help for dealing with the situations that they had been through.  
How would you respond to that? 
 
R: Actually, I never dealt with them. 
 
T: So that was your choice… 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: You didn’t need them in a sense or… 
 
R: Yes. 
 
(2, A, 113) 
 
T: So it wasn’t that you went there and were disillusioned or put off by them, you 
just never went there at all. 
 
R: No.  No.  After I was discharged I was only fifty percent disability.  Then they cut it 
back to thirty percent.  It was thirty percent up until, oh, four or five years ago. 
 
T: So you had some disability over the years. 
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R: Yes. 
 
T: Thirty percent. 
 
R: Yes.  Until I went to them with everything that I have and got one hundred 
percent disability. 
 
T: In getting thirty percent over many decades, did you feel that was a fair 
compensation for what you had been through or for your physical condition at that 
time? 
 
R: Actually, it didn’t bother me. 
 
T: You’re kind of stoic about things, aren’t you?  That kind of helps. 
 
R: (Chuckles) Yes.  Yes. 
 
T: So it wasn’t something that you felt was too generous or not fair? 
 
R: No. 
 
T: About your feet, by the way, what kind of difficulties have you had over the years 
because of that particular condition during the war? 
 
R: You have to keep them warm or you go back to where they were. 
 
T: So your feet are more sensitive to cold? 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: Always have been? 
 
R: Yes.  So you have to take care of them.  No bare footedness or anything like that. 
 
T: So even in the summer on hot days you have shoes on. 
 
R: Right. 
 
T: Are your feet more sensitive to pain if you get hit with something, or is it just the 
cold? 
 
R: Just the cold.  I have two toes that are going like this.  I have to wear something 
underneath. 
 
T: A little band.  And that’s a result of that as well? 
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R: Oh, yes. 
 
T: The way you described it earlier though, it sounds like you got off easier than 
some other guys with their foot problems…who lost toes and things like that. 
 
R: Yes.  Well, some of them even lost the whole foot.  In fact, I think there was one 
time that I wasn’t sure whether I would keep my left foot.  They were talking about 
it. 
 
T: How did that make you feel when you realized you might lose a foot to all that? 
 
R: Again, there isn’t much you can do about it. 
 
T: Really, there isn’t.  Trying to warm it up wasn’t going to help at that point. 
 
R: No. 
 
T: The last question I have for you: what do you think, when you think on your POW 
experience, what do you think is the most important way that that experience 
changed you as a person or changed your life? 
 
R: It changed my life.  Like I’ve said, I contend that you can change peoples’ attitudes, 
and I’ve proven that in school, and also to pay attention to what is going on in this 
world today.  My wife says I’m negative, but I can’t help it. 
 
T: My wife says the same about me, so it’s okay. 
 
R: Because the things that are going on in this country…we as a people…I can’t 
believe…like I said once before, I don’t think we have the brains we were born with 
because we don’t use them.  And allow these things to be passed by lawyers and so 
on.  And do nothing about it. 
 
T: So you see people as, I guess—before I forget my own thought—you are more 
aware of what happens around you than you were before as a person. 
 
R: Yes. 
 
(2, A, 180) 
 
T: When you think about your life path, really, how your life has gone since you got 
out of the service, do you think it’s gone any differently because of what you went 
through?  Or do you think you might have been a teacher and gone the same path 
anyway? 
 
R: I think I probably would have gone the same path. 
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T: The changes are more inside as opposed to external? 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: That’s interesting. 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: Anything else, Roy that you want to add before we conclude?  That’s the last 
question I had. 
 
R: (shakes head no) 
 
T: Then I’ll thank you very much for your time, and I’ll turn the recorder off. 
 
END OF INTERVIEW 
